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AIM OF the Conference

In his recent address to both parties of the Congress, President Obama brings up a 

painful subject: How to practice democracy within a context of entrenched interest 

groups, citizens longing for harmony and tax reduction, and deep political diffe-

rences, “masqueraded philosophical” on issues like health benefit packages. A 

continued dialogue only, on all the divers issues in disagreement might be a way to 

follow in democratic systems. Is this idealistic idea naïve? How much of education, 

basic knowledge and understanding is needed to match the request for a political 

dialogue. How much of mental independence, courage and civil disobedience is 

needed to interfere with the political administration; how much of time has to be 

granted by employers, families and friends to allow the individual to act as a res-

ponsible citizen? And finally will those framework conditions really politically enable 

the individual citizen?

Those questions will be tackled in the upcoming Engelberg conference on “Chal-

lenging Democracy.” There will be three, but not necessarily separated topics on. 

1st Science and Democracy
Recent scientific innovations in genomics, nuclear technology, and, more recently, 

nanotechnologies are challenging democratic institutions in heterogeneous ways.

The need to prevent negative environmental, health, and social impacts raises 

questions about how emerging risk technologies should be handled and regula-

ted in democratic societies, and about if and how lay citizens are able to make 

decisions about complex scientific issues. At the same time, the role of scientific 

expertise in policy-making has become more important, however, what is consi-

dered legitimate expert knowledge is often debated. Societal controversies have, 

for example, arisen over antagonistic expert studies in agricultural biotechnology 

during the past three decades.  

„These disagreements, about the role of government in our 
lives, about our national priorities and our national security, 
they‘ve been taking place for over 200 years. They‘re the very 
essence of our democracy. But what frustrates the American 
people is a Washington where every day is Election Day.“

Barack Obama, State of the Union Address, January 27, 2010



2nd Freedom of Choice
The functioning of democratic institutions rests on the citizen’s ability to make sen-

sible decisions. However, individual incentives to acquire and process information 

are low given the negligible probability that one’s vote is pivotal. Besides the prob-

lem of rational ignorance, a large psychological literature shows that humans have 

limited cognitive abilities and are prone to a large variety of biases in judgments 

and decision making. At the same time, modern democracies face increasingly 

complex socio-economic issues.

3rd The Future of Democracy in a globalized World
In contrast to the optimism of the early 1990s, when some observers heralded an 

“end of history” that would definitely seal the victory of liberal democracy across 

the world, a realistic assessment of the state of democracy nowadays must admit 

that democratic regimes are faced with numerous challenges: Globalization, inter-

nationalization and Europeanization have undermined the problem-solving capaci-

ties of established democracies. Governments no longer have the degree of control 

that they once had, and their decisions are increasingly affected by decisions taken 

elsewhere. At the same time, international institutions to which political authori-

ty is increasingly transferred lack democratic legitimacy. Furthermore, attempts to 

democratize unstable countries and regions have proven to be more difficult than 

expected. 

Prof. Gerd Folkers and Prof. Hans Rudolf Heinimann

Presidents of the Programme Committee
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09.00 am	 Registration of Participants	

10.30 am	 Opening of the Conference	
	 Klaus Hug, President of the Foundation
	 Welcome Address
	 Abbot Berchtold Müller, Engelberg Abbey
	
	C hair: Klaus Hug
11 am	 The Challenges to Democracy in the 
	 21st Century
	H anspeter Kriesi, University Zurich 
	 Scenic Representation
	D irection: Hartmut Wickert, 
                 	 Zurich University of the Arts
	
12.45 am	 Lunch	
	
	 SCIENCE AND DEMOCRACY

	C hair: Regula Valérie Burri		
2 pm	 Life, Death and Democracy
	 Herbert Gottweis, University Vienna

3 pm	 Anticipatory Governance of Science and 
	 Technology Challenges to Democracy
	D aniel Barben, RWTH Aachen
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4 pm	B reak

4.30 pm	 Why Democracy? A philosophical 
	 Defense against the most subtile 
	 ones among its Defiers
	 Günter Abel, TU Berlin

5.30 pm	 Talk with young scientists
	 Gerd Folkers, Collegium Helveticum 

6.30 pm	 Dinner

	 Chair: Martha Bächler
8 pm	 Open Evening (in German)
	B egrüssung

	 Demokratie – wer gibt den Ton an?

	 Diskussionsleitung
	E llinor von Kauffungen	

	 Diskusionsteilnehmer
	 See separate programme in 
	 conference folder

10 pm	N ightcap

Europäischer Hof



Thursday, October 146

Programme
	C hallenging democracy 2010

6.30 am	 Morning Activity “In the Spirit of 
	 the Location”

	 FREEDOM OF CHOICE	 	
	
	C hair: Hans Heinimann
8.30 am	 Troubles with Voters ….
	 and those who try to fix them 
	 Arthur Lupia, University of Michigan

09.30 am	 Clashes of the Absolutes?
                   Coping with moral Conflicts in Genopolitics
	 Wolfgang van den Daele
	 Social Science Research Center, Berlin

10.30 am	 Break	

Engelberg Abbey

Kursaal
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Thursday, October 14Thursday, October 14

11 am	 Mass Media and Public Opinon:
	M anipulating or Enligthening?
	 Jörg Matthes, University of Zurich

12 am	 Talk with young scientists

12.45 am	 Lunch

	C hair: Fabio Segura	
2 pm	 Scope and limitations of Democracy		
	 YES 
	P resentation and discussion

5.15 pm	 Evening Event on the Titlis
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Friday, October 15

6.30 am	 Morning Activity “In the Spirit of 
	 the Location”

	 THE FUTURE OF DEMOCRACY IN A
                 	GLO BALIZED WORLD
	
	C hair: Hanspeter Kriesi
8.30 am	 Democracy in Decline?
	 Wolfgang Merkel
	 Social Science Research Center Berlin

9.25 am	 Democratic Representation in an 
	I nternationalized and Globalized World
	 Stefanie Bailer, ETH Zurich

10.20 am	 Break
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Programme
Challenging democracy 2010

Friday, October 15Friday, October 15

10.35 am	 Demoicracy: Present and Future	
	F rancis Cheneval
	U niversité libre de Bruxelles 

11.30 am	 Talk with young scientists	

12.05 am	 Democracy and Federalism
	 Arnold Koller, former Federal Councillor

12.35 am	 Closing Remarks and Outlook
	 Klaus Hug, President of the Foundation

12.45 pm	 Farewell-Lunch
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Mittwoch, 13. oktober

09.00 Uhr	 Registrierung	 	

10.30 Uhr	 Eröffnung der Konferenz	
	 Klaus Hug, Präsident des Stiftungsrates
	 Grusswort
	 Abt Berchtold Müller, Kloster Engelberg

	V orsitz: Klaus Hug
11.00 Uhr	 Die Herausforderung der Demokratie 
	 im 21. Jahrhundert
	H anspeter Kriesi, Universität Zürich
	 Szenische Darstellung
	R egie: Hartmut Wickert, 
	 Zürcher Hochschule der Künste

12.45 Uhr	 Mittagessen		
		
	 WISSENSCHAFT UND DEMOKRATIE	

	V orsitz: Regula Valérie Burri
14.00 Uhr	 Leben, Tod und Demokratie 	
	H erbert Gottweis, Universität Wien
		
15.00 Uhr	 Antizipatorische Governance von 
	 Wissenschaft und Technik
	 Daniel Barben, RWTH Aachen
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Programm
Herausforderung Demokratie 2010

Mittwoch, 13. oktoberMittwoch, 13. oktober

16.00 Uhr	 Kaffeepause

16.30 Uhr	 Warum Demokratie? 
	E ine philosophische Verteidigung 
	 gegen die subtilsten unter 
	 ihren Verächtern
	 Günter Abel, TU Berlin

17.30 Uhr	 Diskussion mit jungen 
	 Wissenschaftlern/-innen
	 Gerd Folkers, Collegium Helveticum

18.30 Uhr	 Nachtessen	

	 Vorsitz: Martha Bächler
20.00 Uhr	 Öffentlicher Abend
	 Begrüssung

	 Demokratie – wer gibt den Ton an?

	 Diskussionsleitung
	E llinor von Kauffungen	

	 Diskusionsteilnehmer
	 Siehe separates Programm in 
	 der Tagungsmappe

22.00 Uhr	 Schlummertrunk
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Donnerstag, 14. Oktober

6.30 Uhr	 Morgenaktivität „In the Spirit of 
	 the Location“	 	

	 WAHLFREIHEIT

	V orsitz: Hans Rudolf Heinimann
8.30 Uhr	 Probleme mit der Wählerschaft … 
	 und denjenigen, die sie lösen wollen
	 Arthur Lupia, Universität Michigan	

09.30 Uhr	 Kampf der Kulturen?
	 Zur Einhegung unauflösbaren moralischen
                	 Widerstreits in der Genpolitik
	 Wolfgang van den Daele,  
	 Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin

10.30 Uhr	 Kaffeepause	
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Programm
Herausforderung Demokratie 2010

Donnerstag, 14. OktoberDonnerstag, 14. Oktober

11.00 Uhr	 Massenmedien und öffentliche Meinung:
	M anipulation oder Aufklärung?
	 Jörg Matthes, Universität Zürich

12.00 Uhr	 Diskussion mit jungen 
	 Wissenschaftlern/-innen

12.45 Uhr	 Mittagessen

14.00 Uhr	V orsitz: Fabio Segura
	 Möglichkeiten und Grenzen der Demokratie	
	 YES
	P räsentation und Diskussion

17.15 Uhr	 Abendveranstaltung auf dem Titlis
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freitag, 15. Oktober

6.30 Uhr	 Morgenaktivität „In the Spirit of 
	 the Location“	

	 ZUKUNFT DER DEMOKRATIE IN EINER
	GLO BALISIERTEN WELT
	
	V orsitz: Hanspeter Kriesi
8.30 Uhr	 Krise der Demokratie?
	 Wolfgang Merkel, 
	 Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin

09.25 Uhr	 Demokratische Repräsentation in einer 
	 internationalisierten und globalisierten Welt
	 Stefanie Bailer, ETH Zürich
	
10.20 Uhr	 Pause		
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Herausforderung Demokratie 2010

freitag, 15. Oktoberfreitag, 15. Oktober

10.35 Uhr	 Demoikratie: Gegenwart und Zukunft
	 Francis Cheneval
	F reie Universität Brüssel

11.30 Uhr	 Diskussion mit jungen 
	 Wissenschaftlern/-innen 	
	
12.05 Uhr	 Demokratie und Föderalismus
	 Arnold Koller, alt Bundesrat 

12.35 Uhr	 Schlusswort und Ausblick	
	 Klaus Hug, Präsident des Stiftungsrates

12.45 Uhr	 Abschieds-Lunch                                       
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SPEAKERS / REFERENTEN

·	 Abel Günter, Prof., Technical University of Berlin, Institute for Philosophy, Theory 	
	 of Science, History of Science and Technology, Berlin, Germany
·	B ächler Martha, Talammann of Engelberg, Engelberg, Switzerland
·	B ailer Stefanie, Prof., ETH Zurich, Center for Comparative and 
	I nternational Studies, Global Governance, Zurich, Switzerland	
·	B arben Daniel, Prof., RWTH Aachen University, Aachen, Germany
·	C heneval Francis, Prof., University of Zurich, Department of Philosophy, 
	 Zurich, Switzerland
·	B urri Regula Valérie, Dr., ETH Zurich and University of Basel, Switzerland
·	F olkers Gerd, Prof., Director, Collegium Helveticum, Zurich, Switzerland
·	G ottweis Herbert, Prof., University of Vienna, Department of Political Science, 		
	V ienna, Austria	
·	H einimann Hans Rudolf, Prof., Prorector, ETH Zurich, Institute of Terrestrial 
	E cosystems, Zurich, Switzerland
·	H ug Klaus, Dr., President of the Academia Engelberg Foundation, 
	B ern, Switzerland
·	 Koller Arnold, Prof., former Federal Councillor, Bern, Switzerland
·	 Kriesi Hanspeter, Prof., University of Zurich, Institute of Political Science, 
	 Zurich, Switzerland
·	L upia Arthur, Prof., University of Michigan, Institute for Social Research,
	 Ann Arber, USA
·	M atthes Jörg, Prof., University of Zurich, Institute for Mass Communication and 	
	M edia Research, Zurich, Switzerland
·	M erkel Wolfgang, Prof., Social Science Research Center, Berlin, Germany	
·	M üller Berchtold, Dr., OSB, Abbot of the Abbey Engelberg, 
	E ngelberg, Switzerland
·	 Segura Fabio, Investment Manager Latin America, Philantropy LTG, 
	 Zurich, Switzerland 
·	V an den Daele Wolfgang, Prof. em., Social Science Research Center, 
	B erlin, Germany   
·	V on Kauffungen Ellinor, Facilitator, Elkman Communications, 
	R heinau, Switzerland
·	 Wickert Hartmut, Prof., Director, Zurich University of the Arts, 
	 Zurich, Switzerland
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Programme Committee / Programm Komitee

·	R egula Valérie Burri, Dr., ETH Zurich and University of Basel, Zurich, Switzerland
·	G erd Folkers, Prof., Director, Collegium Helveticum, 
	 Zurich, Switzerland (President)
·	D ominik Galliker, Dr., Vice President of the Academia Engelberg, 
	 Stansstad, Switzerland
·	H ans Heinimann, Prof., ETH Zurich, Institute of Terrestrial Ecosystems, 
	 Zurich, Switzerland (President)
·	M ichel Maréchal, Dr., University of Zurich, Institute for Empirical Research in 		
	E conomics, Zurich, Switzerland
·	 Kathrin Ringger, ETH Zurich, Strategy and Development Group, 
	 Zurich, Switzerland 
·	 Yvonne Rosteck, University of Zurich, NCCR Democracy, Zurich, Switzerland

Patronage Committee / Patronat

·	 Abel Günter, Prof., Technical University of Berlin, Berlin, Germany
·	H uber-Hotz Annemarie, Dr. h.c., former Swiss Chancellor, Bern, Switzerland
·	L uzzatto Lucio, Prof. University Florence, Firenze, Italy
·	M üller Berchtold, Dr., OSB, Abbot of the Abbey Engelberg, 
	E ngelberg, Switzerland
·	N üesch Jakob, Prof., Former President ETH, Arlesheim, Switzerland 
·	R adermacher Franz Josef, Prof., University of Ulm, Ulm, Germany
·	 Schneider-Ammann Johannes N., Entrepreneur, Langenthal, Switzerland
·	 Schärer Alexander, Entrepreneur, Münsingen, Switzerland
·	 Steinfeld Jeffery I., Prof., MIT, Cambridge USA
·	 Stigson Björn, World Business Council for Sustainable Development,
	G eneva, Switzerland
·	 Swaminathan M. S., Prof., Swaminathan Research Foundation, Chennai, India
·	 Stocker Thomas, Prof., University of Bern, Bern, Switzerland
·	 von Weizsäcker Ernst U., Prof, former Dean University of California, 
	E mmendingen, Germany
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18 FOUNDATION / STIFTUNG

·	 Klaus Hug, Dr., Attorney at Law, President of the Academia Engelberg 
	F oundation, Bern, Switzerland
·	D ominik Galliker, Dr., Vice-President of the Academia Engelberg Foundation, 		
	 Stansstad, Switzerland
·	M artha Bächler, Talammann of Engelberg, Engelberg, Switzerland
·	D avid Bresch, Dr., Head Sustainability and Emerging Risk Management, 
	 Swiss Re, Zurich, Switzerland
·	F ranz Enderli, Councillor Canton Obwalden, Sarnen, Switzerland
·	G erd Folkers, Prof., Director Collegium Helveticum, Zurich, Switzerland
·	H eini Murer, Prof., University Zurich, Switzerland
·	F elicitas Pauss, Prof., Institute for Particle Physics, ETH Zurich and CERN, 
	G eneva, Switzerland
·	U lrich W. Suter, Prof. em., ETH Zurich, Switzerland

SPONSORS / SPONSOREN

·	B enediktinerkloster  Engelberg
·	E ngelberger Druck AG, Stans
·	E ngelberg-Titlis Tourismus AG, Engelberg
·	ETH -Rat, Zürich
·	G emeinde Engelberg, Engelberg
·	H otel Europe, Europäischer Hof, Engelberg
·	 Kanton Uri, Altdorf
·	 Kanton Obwalden, Sarnen
·	 Kanton Nidwalden, Stans
·	 Obwaldner Kantonalbank, Sarnen
·	 Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft, Bern
·	 Schweizerische Rückversicherungs-Gesellschaft, Swiss Re, Zürich
·	 Stiftung Mercator (Schweiz), Zürich
·	T itlis Rotair, Engelberg
·	U SM U. Schärer Söhne AG, Münsingen

PArtner / Partner



General Information / Allgemeine Informationen 

Access / Anreise
By air	 Zurich Airport or Basel Airport. Fast train to Lucerne from both 		
	 Airports with immediate railway connections to Engelberg. 
	 Journey time approximately 2 - 3 hours.
By train	I nternational links to Lucerne with immediate railway connections to 		
	E ngelberg.
By car	F ollow the N2 motorway (Basel/Gotthard). Leave the motorway at the 	
	 exit for Stans-Süd and then follow signs for Engelberg.

Arrival and Registration / Ankunft und Einschreibung
We will expect you at the Abbey in Engelberg from 09.00 am on 
Wednesday October 13.

Wir erwarten Sie am Mittwoch, 13. Oktober ab 09.00 Uhr im Kloster Engelberg

Accommodation and Meals / Unterkunft und Verpflegung
Travel and Hotel accommodation will be covered by yourself. For all receptions, 
lunches and dinners you will be our guests.

Reise und Hotelkosten sind durch Sie zu tragen. Für alle Essen und Empfänge 
sind Sie unser Gast.

Accommodation Services / Reservation Unterkunft
For your hotel reservation, please contact the Engelberg Tourist Centre at 
tel +41 41 639 77 99 or fax +41 41 639 77 66  or send an e-mail to 
mice@engelberg.ch and mention the Academia Engelberg. 

Ihre Hotelreservation nimmt gerne das Tourist Center Engelberg unter 
Telefon +41 41 639 77 99 oder Fax +41 41 639 77 66 oder E-Mail 
mice@engelberg.ch entgegen. Stichwort: Academia Engelberg. 

Organisation
Dr. Dominik Galliker, Academia Engelberg, CH-6362 Stansstad, Switzerland
tel +41 41 610 75 20, fax +41 41 610 09 20, e-mail: info@academia-engelberg.ch

Media Relations / Medienkontakt
Beatrice Suter, KommunikationsWerkstatt GmbH, P.O. Box 60, CH-6063 Stalden, 
Switzerland, tel +41 41 660 96 19, fax +41 41 660 96 28, 
e-mail: media@academia-engelberg.ch
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